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Painter Steven Charles is a manchild; a big kid who stops short of picking his nose in public and soliciting wet willies. But behind his seemingly

juvenile charm lies an innate wisdom and understanding. He seems to just know that everything is blossoming and going to shit all at once. This

balanced sense of knowledge almost outshines his work. FRESH OFF THE MENU. !

“I'M SO INVOLVED IN MY OWN PROCESS THAT IT'S
HARD TO ADMIRE  ANYONE. [I'M  JUST
SO CONVOLUTED... AND SELF-OBSESSED...ILAUGHS]”

Legally blind, Charles coherently splashes about in a dynamic pool of creation and inspiration; giving way to his very own puddles of awe-inspiring

work. Originally born near Liverpool in the United Kingdom, him and his family moved to Texas when he was 10 years old. Charles had some

adjusting to do but by his teens, he was an everyday offbeat American hooked on apathy and punk rock.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MASHISH SCOTT/COURTESY OF QUIET LUMNCH MAGAZIME.

Charles is a genius unashamed of his own stupidities. He has fully accepted that his entire life is a learning process whereas most human beings
seek to become all knowing by the age of 32. Don't get us wrong, Charles is not a bungling fool who happens to be talented; he is a hatter aware

of his own madness.

“THE PROCESS IS ON PURPOSE..
AND.. A LOT OF THE GESTURES ARE
AGCIDENTAL..”

We met Charles through a good friend of ours and spent some time at his live-in studio this past May. We told stories, talked about his work and
doled out obscene jokes. When we left that night, we told Charles that we'd be back but with cameras. We at first planned to give him a feature in
June but quickly determined that he would best fit as our centerpiece for The Paint Issue in July. When we called Charles and told him what we had

planned, he quickly agreed; giving us permission to even film his sock drawer if needed be.
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“BRPOYBERYEYOBRYRPREOYOYR” (COURTESY OF STEVEN CHARLES)

A RETURN, A LEAVING AND A RETURN®. (COURTESY OF STEVEN CHARLES)

Charles — whether it be purposeful or not — creates harmonious environments of frantic static and intricate order; orgies of color and melting pots
of irreqular patterns. You look at Steven Charles’ work and you know that he’s attempting to free you from something; your own thinking, maybe.
The title of this feature may remind you of the likes of Scott Baio but it is really meant to hint at the underlying message of Charles’ paintings. Take

full control of life experiences and own your direction.

Steven Charles gives his all without ever seeming exhausted. An artist who isn't bound to even his own convictions, Charles is as free-flowing as a
conversation between two Buddhist monks; both have points to make but neither has the intense desire to get their points across. In other words,
his purpose speaks louder than his desire. Steven Charles will not forced his vision upon you, he will merely hold it near and dear to his own heart;

he can only hope that you do the same.

JOIN OUR LIST

Subscribe to our mailing list and get interesting stuff and updates to your email inbox.

Enter your email here

We respect your privacy and take protecting it seriously
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Quiet Lunch is a grassroot online publication that seeks to promote various aspects of life and culture with a loving, but brute,

educational tinge. When we say, “Creative Sustenance Daily” we mean it.
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Wow! Thank you for this most inspiring article! | want one!

TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS

Enter your comment here...
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