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For nearly a decade, Gottlieb has been producing a series of works addressing the archetypal American dream of home ownership, 
examining the roles of houses as status symbols, markers of class identity, and focal points of desire. Her colored-pencil drawings 
catalogue frontal views of Southern California’s domestic architecture. The storybook house, the track home, the bungalow, and 
numerous other familiar faces are indexed in Gottlieb’s artistic response to the complex and evolving narrative of real estate in 
America. 

For Midcentury WOW! Gottlieb’s inspiration stemmed from the myriad homes found in Coachella Valley real estate advertisements in 
various local newspapers featuring the Midcentury modern architecture and its aesthetic variations that signify the crisp, clean desert 
minimalist lifestyle as well as iconic gems signature to the area such as the Albert Frey Home bequeathed to the Palm Springs Art 
Museum by the architect upon his death. The salon style presentation will include such renowned gems as the Elizabeth Taylor Estate 
and the Alexander Home. 

To create these encoded and layered variations on the real estate marketing theme, Gottlieb scours newspaper ads, seizing on the 
minute photographs of houses published there, with their uniform camera angles and hyperbolic advertising phrases (“Exceptional 
Feng Shui!,” “Shangri- La Personified!”). In these advertisements, Gottlieb sees a variation of forms on the same meaning, revealing 
a system of relationships; a syntax. Selecting houses from these advertisements as source images, the artist creates finely detailed 
monochromatic drawings, with an atmospheric, dream-like density. These drawings are then matched with vintage frames Gottlieb 
considers “fixer-uppers,” which she then elaborately “refurbishes” and paints to match the correlating drawing. Intensified by larger 
transformations in the contemporary perception of home ownership, her work reflects on a subject at once firmly planted in our 
collective unconscious, and yet proven more fragile now than we ever imagined.

Penelope Gottlieb was born in Los Angeles and grew up next to the infamous housing development, Mt. Olympus. She received 
her BFA from Art Center College of Design and her MFA from UC Santa Barbara. Her work has been exhibited in numerous venues 
including the Krannert Art Museum, Otis Ben Maltz Gallery, Michael Kohn Gallery, Contemporary Arts Forum Santa Barbara and the 
Nathan Larramendy Gallery. Public collections include the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 21c Museum, the Drawing Center New 
York, the Chicago Art Institute and numerous corporate collections including the Fannie Mae Corporation. Her most recent exhibition 
of this series was called NO $ DOWN and showed from January through March this year at Kim Light/Lightbox in Los Angeles. The 
show was widely written about in Artillery Magazine, Los Angeles Times, and Art Ltd.

After showing at HJFA, Gottlieb will be featured in a show at the Nevada Art Museum in January 2010.





Estate of Distinction, 2007, Colored pencil on paper, 16 3/4 x 16 3/4 in.
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One of a Kind, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 22 5/8 x 25 5/8 in.
3623



Crème de la Crème, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 5 x 7 in.
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Got Dogs?,  2009, Colored pencil on paper, 8 3/4 x 12 3/4 in.
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Can We Talk Pride Of Ownership Here?, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 5 5/8 x 6 5/8 in.
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Needs Your Finishing Touches, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 6 5/8 x 6 5/8 in.
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Truly Stunning, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 14 1/2 x 17 1/2 in.
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A Real Winner!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 10 x 17 1/2 in.
3629



Your Vision Realized, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 10 x 12 3/4 in.
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Live Better, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 13 3/8 x 16 3/8 in.
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An Oasis In The Desert, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 21 1/4 x 25 1/4 in.
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Live The California Lifestyle, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 15 x 17 in.
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Where The Living Is Easy!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 21 1/2 x 24 5/8 in.
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Prepare To Be Wowed, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 15 3/4 x 15 3/4 in.
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Almost Completely Remodeled, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 9 7/8 x 22 in.
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Upscale Desert Retreat, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 30 x 26 in.
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Repo, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 23 x 29 in.
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Very Desirable, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 7 5/8 x 9 1/2 in.
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Destined For Distinction, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 12 1/2 x 12 1/2 in.
3640



This Place Will Knock Your Socks Off!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 5 1/4 x 5 3/4 in.
3641



Hot Deal!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 6 x 8 in.
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The Dream, Design and Creation, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 11 x 13 in.
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Stunning Former Model, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 15 x 18 in.
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Modern Marvel, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 14 1/2 x 17 in.
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Desert Cool, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 38 x 26 in.
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Room For Visitors, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 7 5/8 x 9 5/8 in.
3647



Why Wait?, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 11 1/2 x 13 1/4 in.
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Endless Summer, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 9 5/8 x 7 5/8 in.
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Let’s Make A Deal!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 13 x 13 in.
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Desert Lifestyle, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 22 x 28 in.
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For Sun Lovers Only!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 19 3/8 x 24 1/4 in.
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Desert Princess, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 13 3/4 x 16 3/4 in.
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It’s A Mod World!, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 17 1/4 x 20 1/4 in.
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Amazing Rear Yard, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 26 3/8 x 28 1/4 in.
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Big, Beautiful & Ready, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 31 x 44 1/4 in.
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Enjoy The Best, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 9 x 9 in.
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Bank Repo, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 4 3/8 x 6 in.
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Priced Aggressively, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 13 1/4 x 15 1/4 in.
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Room To Roam, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 11 x 13 in.
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Mini Ranch For The Weekend Farmer, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 14 1/4 x 14 1/4 in.
3661



Mid Century Gem, 2009, Colored pencil on paper, 40 1/2 x 28 1/2 in.
3662
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